
To provide for the Surrender of Premises formerly used for 
Court Houses, but no longer used for that purpose, in 
Ireland. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



&<t2l& by an Act passed in the Session of Parliament 
holden in the sixth and seventh years of the reign of his 
late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, “ An Act to 
consolidate and amend the Laws relating to the Presentment of 
5 Public Money by Grand Juries in Ireland,” it was, among other 
things, provided, that it might be lawful for any Grand Jury, without 
any previous application to a Presentment Sessions, to present that 
any sum not exceeding One thousand Pounds shall be raised off any 
county, and paid to the lessor in any lease of premises held for any 
lo public purposes, or the representatives of such lessor, as a considera- 
tion for accepting a surrender of such lease : And whereas it is 
expedient to make more ample provision for the like purpose ; 3 SC 
it tScrcfote GSitactrb, by The QUEEN's most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
15 Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the Authority of the same, THAT it shall be lawful for the Grand 
Jurors who shall have served at the Summer Assizes of the present 
year upon the Grand Jury of any county (for a Court-house of which 
county any premises were formerly used which are now used no 
20 longer for that purpose, but are held at a rent which has been hitherto 
paid by means of presentments of the Grand Juries of such county), 
or for the major part of such Grand Jurors assembled as hereinafter 
mentioned, or for the Grand Jury of any such county at any Assizes 
to be holden for such county in the year One thousand eight hundred 
303. and 
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and Forty-two, to appoint a committee, consisting of not less than 
Five anil not more than Seven of such Grand Jurors so assembled, or 
of such Grand Jury to be holden as aforesaid, for the purpose of 
effectin'* the surrender of such premises ; and it shall be lawful for 
such committee, or the major part of them, or of the survivors of 5 
them, to enter into an agreement in writing with the person entitled to 
such rent and to the reversion of such premises, to the effect that the 
said premises shall be valued, and that a surrender thereof shall be 
effected as directed by this Act ; and such agreement shall be thereupon 
deposited with the Clerk of the Crown for such county, and a true to 
copy, certified by such Clerk of the Crown, shall be deposited with 
the Sheriff of such county One Month before the then next Assizes; 

The present and at such Assizes a Jury shall be empannelled before the Judges of 

Assize for such county, or one of them, consisting of persons summoned 
raises to be j„ sues 0 f Nisi Prius at such Assizes, and shall try and inquire 1 5 

by a Jury, w jj 0 j s the person entitled to such rent and reversion, and what rent 
Judge of As- ; s payable for the same and every part thereof by or on the part ot 
such county or the Grand Jury thereof, or any trustee for such county 
or Grand Jury, and for what term or estate the said premises are held, 
and in whom the same are vested in trust for or on behalf of such 20 
county or the Grand Jury thereof, and what is the annual value of 
such premises, estimated at the rent at which the same might be rea- 
sonably expected to let for the term or interest in respect of which 
such rent is payable ; and the finding of such Jury shall be entered 
upon parchment and filed with the Clerk of the Crown of such 25 
county, and kept by him among the county records ; and in case such 
Jury shall not find that the person hy or on behalf of whom such 
agreement shall be entered into under the provisions of this Act is 
entitled to such rent and reversion, no further proceedings shall be 
taken under this Act founded on such agreement ; and for the pur- 3 ° 
pose of appointing such committee as aforesaid, it shall he lawful for 
the Grand Jurors who shall have served upon the Grand Jury of any 
such county at the Summer Assizes of the present year, or the major 
part of them, to assemble on a day and at a place to be specified in a 
notice to be served by the Sheriff of such county on each of such 35 
Grand Jurors as last aforesaid who shall be then within such county, 
■within One Month after the passing of this Act. 
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And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any guardian, hus- 
band or committee of any infant, feme covert, idiot or lunatic, to apply, 
if he shall think fit, in a summary way, by petition to Her Majesty’s 40 
Court of Chancery or Exchequer in Ireland, for leave to enter into 
any agreement or agreements under this Act ; and the Court shall 
have power to inquire into the propriety of giving such leave, and to 
make such order on any such petition as to the Court shall seem 
meet ; and if the Court shall give such leave as aforesaid, then it 

shall 
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shall be lawful for the person who shall have presented the petition 
to enter into any such agreement or agreements, and the same shall 
be as binding and effectual, to all intents and purposes whatsoever, as 
if the person giving the same had been the sole absolute proprietor of 
5 the land, premises or rent and reversion in respect of which such 
agreement or agreements shall be entered into. 

3 - 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for such committee, or Committee 

empowered 

the major part of them, to agree with the person entitled to such rent to agree for 
and reversion for the surrender of such premises, for any sum which 0 fthePre- 
io the said committee, or the major part of them, shall deem reasonable, 

hot exceeding Twenty Y ears’ purchase of the amount of the difference ^.^er not 
between such yearly value, to be so found by such Jury, and the to exceed 
amount of the rent at which such premises shall be so held ; and it Years’ Pur- 
shall be lawful for the Grand Jury of such county, at the same assizes the'djffLjnce 
! 5 at which such finding shall be had, or at the next ensuing assizes, to 
consider such agreement as last aforesaid, and to approve or reject 
the same, and, if they shall think fit, to present, with the approbation annual Value 

i j i found by the 

of the Judges of Assize, or one of them, the sum so agreed on, and the jury, 
costs and expenses of any necessary proceedings for carrying this Act 
20 into execution in relation to such premises ; and such sum shall be 
paid or lodged, as by this Act directed, by the treasurer of such 
county, as directed by the said committee ; and upon payment of the 
sum so agreed on to the person who by such finding of the Jury shall 
be found so entitled to such rent or reversion, or on the payment or 
25 lodgment thereof in court as hereinafter directed, such rent shall 
cease, and the estate or interest in respect of which such rent is now 
payable shall vest in such person so interested as aforesaid, as if the 
same were duly surrendered to him, or in some person as a trustee 
for him, to be named for that purpose in such agreement as last 
30 aforesaid; and such county, and the Grand Jury thereof, and any 
person who is or heretofore was the lessee of such person on behalf 
of or in trust for such county, or the Grand Jury thereof, and his 
heirs, executors and administrators, shall thenceforth be exonerated 
from all liability to such rent, or any covenants contained in any lease 
35 of such premises : Provided always, That it shall be lawful for such 
Commissioners to pay or cause to be paid the amount so agreed to 
be paid as aforesaid into the Court in which any such petition shall 
be presented, on which petition any such order shall be made, and 
to lodge the same to the credit of the matter or the cause in which 
40 such order may be made, to be dealt with as to such Court shall 
seem meet, according to the interests of the parties entitled to such 
rent and reversion ; and such payment and lodgment shall be deemed 
a valid payment in pursuance of such agreement as last aforesaid : 

Provided also, That such committee as aforesaid, or any member or 
on o members 
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members thereof, shall not be personally answerable or liable in any 
manner upon or by reason of any such contract or agreement. 



4 - 

Interpreta- 
tion Clause. 



And be it Enacted, That whenever this Statute hath used words 
importing the singular number or the masculine gender only, it shall 
be understood to include several matters as well as one matter, and 
several persons as well as one person, and females as well as males, 
and bodies corporate as well as individuals, unless it be otherwise 
specially provided, or there be something in the subject or context 
repugnant to such construction. 



5 



Act may be And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed 
° r ky any Act to be passed in this present Session of Parliament. 
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